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PLAGUE-ERADICATIVE WORK. 

Detailed statements of plague-eradicative work being done in the 
United States and insular possessions will be found on pages 2436 to 
2440 of this issue. 

A later telegraphic report from New Orleans states that during 
the week ended September 12, 1914, 5 cases of rodent plague were 
notified in that city. 



TRACHOMA. 

A SURVEY OF ITS PREVALENCE IN THE MOUNTAIN SECTIONS OF EAST TENNESSEE AND 

NORTHERN GEORGIA. 

By Charles A. Bailey, Acting Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

Under the direction of the Surgeon General and in cooperation 
with the State boards of health of Tennessee and Georgia, a survey 
of the prevalence of trachoma in the mining and mountain rural sec- 
tions of the Appalachian Mountain Range traversing east Tennessee 
and northern Georgia was begun in east Tennessee December, 1913, 
and concluded in northern Georgia in April, 1914. 
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Trachoma in eastern Tennessee. 
(2417) 
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Extent of Survey. 

Beginning December, 1913, in Anderson County, three or more 
sections each of 31 counties of east Tennessee were visited, and 
16,950 persons, principally school children, were examined in the 
rural sections, among whom were found 341 cases of trachoma, a 
case rate of 20.1 per thousand persons examined. 

A similar surrey was conducted in northern Georgia, where 25 
counties were visited and 7,855 persons were examined and 7 cases 
of trachoma found among them, a case rate of 0.8 per thousand 
persons examined. 

The examinations for trachoma in both States were confined 
almost exclusively to school children of the rural sections, as it was 
found impracticable, as a routine procedure, to conduct house-to- 
house inspections because of the time consumed and the impossibility 
of finding a representative number of adults who would submit to 
the examination, or who were not employed, and thus able to be 
seen at the time of my visit. However, it was thought that the 
examination of the children of a section would give a fair index of 
the prevalence of the infection. 

The investigations were conducted principally in the rural sections 
of each county, where, in many of the remote districts, medical 
service is seldom available or intelligent medical treatment 
procurable. 

The examinations of the pupils and teachers of from two to six 
schools a day constituted a day's work. The number of schools 
visited depended upon the mode of conveyance obtainable, whether 
horseback, buggy, or motor, and the condition of the roads traveled. 
It was necessary to ride from 10 to 15 miles from the railroad, over 
very rough mountainous roads, to reach many of the schools visited, 
and frequently 40 to 60 miles were traveled in one day's investigations. 

This survey was the first of its kind ever conducted in this section 
and considerable interest was aroused and seldom was any objection 
made to the examinations. The local physicians showed much 
interest and a desire to assist in the eradication of the infection 
wherever found, although most of them were unfamiliar with 
trachoma. 

In the State of Tennessee 124 white schools were visited, where 
15,202 pupils and instructors were examined; also 6 colored schools, 
where 524 pupils and teachers were examined. In northern Georgia 
79 schools were visited and 7,614 white pupils and teachers examined; 
also 5 colored schools, where 241 persons were examined. 
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Table 1. — Showing number of persons examined and number of cases of trachoma found 
in SI counties visited in east Tennessee. 



County. 


Population, 
1910. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Anderson 


17,717 
20, 809 
16,336 
6,329 
27, 387 
23, 504 
19, 399 
19, 838 
13, 888 
31,083 
13, 650 
23, 587 
89, 267 
13,191 
7,755 


453 

282 
287 
129 
699 
446 
728 
703 
90 

1,017 
289 
750 
830 
200 
695 
961 

2,315 
168 
259 
442 
535 
824 
745 
182 
826 
155 
509 
251 
258 
498 
84 
335 


11 
9 

2 
44 
71 
28 
10 
9 
8 
12 

10 

12 
47 
40 
3 
2 


2 
4 
3 
6 
2 


3 
3 




2.40 


Blount. 


3.15 








1.55 




6.29 


Claiborne 


15.91 


Cocke 


3.84 


Carter 


1.40 




10.00 


Greene 


.78 


Hamblen 


4.15 








1.20 






Jefferson . . 


1.72 


Knox*. . 


4.89 


Knox 


94, 187 
13, 612 
11,458 
20, 716 
21, 046 
18, 820 
14, 116 
22, 860 
15, 410 
22, 296 
28, 120 
12, 947 
4,202 
7,201 
11,414 
28, 968 


1.72 


Loudon 


1.78 


Morgan 


.77 












.24 


Polk . 


.53 


Roane - »-- 


1.64 




.72 


Sevier 


1.22 






Scott 






1.16 




.60 














Total 




16, 950 


341 


2.01 









1 County and State institutions. 

Table 2. — Showing number of persons examined and number of cases of trachoma found 
in 25 counties of northern Georgia. 



County. 



Bartow 

Catoosa 

Chattooga... 

Cobb 

Cherokee 

Clarke....... 

Douglas 

Elbert 

Fannin 

Floyd 

Franklin 

Gordon 

Gilmer 

Haralson 

Habersham . 

Hart 

Hall 

Jackson 

Murray 

Paulding 

Polk...:.... 

Pbkcm 

Stephens 

Whitfield - - - 
Walker 

Total . 



Population, 
1910. 



Number 
examined. 



679 
277 
355' 
396 
421 
237 
175 
154 
199 
318 
158 
3.96 
150 
368 
229 
336 
242 
540 
371 
222 
294 
296 
348 
348 
346 



Cases of 
trachoma. 



Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 
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Object of Survey. 

The object of this survey has been not to detect every case of 
trachoma, but to outline the areas of infection by means of an exami- 
nation of a representative number of persons in each county, to devise 
means for its control and ultimate eradication, and to arouse the 
medical profession to the importance of the early detection and 
treatment of this communicable disease. An effort was made, also, 
by means of health talks to school children to create an interest in 
the subject of trachoma and the principles of hygiene. 

Basis of Diagnosis. 



During this survey only the positive cases presenting clinically 
characteristic connective tissue hyperplasia with lymphoid cell pro- 
liferation, destruction of the overlying conjunctiva, and scar tissue 
formation were considered as trachoma. No record of suspicious 
cases was kept, nor were they used in the calculation of case rates, 
but it is thought that a number of such cases seen were probably 

incipient trachoma. 

Origin of Trachoma. 

In some sections of east Tennessee u sore eyes" have been known 
to some of the oldest residents for many years. The disease was 
probably introduced into the United States from Europe many years 
before the passage of the law prohibiting the admission of any alien 
immigrant afflicted with trachoma, and has since been widely dis- 
seminated, by means of the common hand towel, common hand 
basin, bedclothes, etc., owing to lack of observance of the principles 
of hygiene. 

Table 3 — Showing localities where negroes were examined for trachoma. 



Place. 


Number 
examined. 


Place. 


Number 
examined. 


Tennessee: 

Maloney ville 


20 
Ul 
150 
125 

34 
175 

29 


Georgia: 

Cass ville 


84 


Tazewell 


R inggold 


26 


Morristown 


Desoto 


57 


Rogersville 


Rome 


35 


Jonesboro 


West La Fayette 


39 


Dayton 


Total 




Concord 


241 




G rand total 




Total 


544 


785 









i There were 3 cases of trachoma found in negroes in this county. They were the only cases found among 
negroes. 

Trachoma in the Negro. 

Although negroes are not immune to trachoma infection, as a race 
they seemingly are far less susceptible than is the white race, and 
only where the infection is heavy is trachoma found among them. 
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During this survey 785 negroes were examined at 11 different points 
in eastern Tennessee and northern Georgia and but three cases were 
seen, at New Tazewell, Tenn., the most heavily infected town of east 
Tennessee, where a case rate of 22.46 per 100 was found among the 
white persons examined. 

Trachoma and Nationality. 

It was quite impossible to make any complete record of the nation- 
ality of those examined, as to whether of native, foreign, or mixed 
parentage, but as the foreign population of both States is small, it is 
believed that the foreigner, as a factor in the spread of this disease, 
may be disregarded. 

Trachoma as to Age and Sex. 

A greater number of persons between the ages of 5 and 15 were 
found afflicted with trachoma. This apparent disproportion, how- 
ever, is due to the fact that the largest number of those examined 
were school children of ages varying from 5 to 15. No conclusion 
regarding age distribution is therefore justifiable based oh the data 
collected. 

Type of Trachoma. 

The type of trachoma found in Tennessee and Georgia is not, on 
the whole, as severe as that reported by Surg. McMullen in the survey 
of Kentucky, except in Claiborne and Cocke Counties, Tenn., where 
many cases were seen well advanced and with destructive sequelae. 
In these two counties several cases were seen with pannus, trichiasis, 
photophobia, and defective vision, and several with almost entire 
loss of vision. In the majority of the cases found the patients were 
unaware of the presence of trachoma, as suggestive symptoms were 
usually absent. On the other hand, there were a few cases in which 
the patients when the question was asked "How long have you had 
sore eyes" would invariably reply, "Since I was a baby, and some 
time they would go near plumb out," or "They liked to kill mo 
some time with the misery." 

The communicability of trachoma is clearly shown in this in- 
vestigation, as well as in the surveys of Surgs. McMullen in Ken- 
tucky and Clark in the Virginias. At Shawanee, Claiborne County, 
Tenn., another entire family of eight, consisting of father, mother, 
five children, and grandfather, all living in a one-room, windowless 
log cabin, were seen with well-advanced trachoma. In the majority 
of them vision was almost entirely lost. In school inspections, 
where one case of trachoma was found, invariably if a brother or 
sister were in attendance at school, such pupil would also be found 
afflicted. 
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In Cocke County, Tenn., a girl of 22 , belonging to a family of seven, 
and living in surroundings fairly sanitary, was found suffering from 
well-advanced trachoma and very defective vision. She had had fre- 
quent acute exacerbations, with profuse purulent discharge from both 
eyes. Some 10 or more years previously this girl had been advised of 
the contagiousness of her affliction and had always used her individual 
towel and hand basin, had slept alone, and the cloths which she used 
to wipe the discharges from her eyes had always been burned. In 
other words she had used every precaution to prevent the conveying 
of her disease to other members of the family. A careful examina- 
tion of the six other members of the same family failed to reveal any 
evidence of trachoma. 

Damage to Vision. 

It was principally in adults, in whom trachoma had existed for 
some years, that the distressing sequelae were observed, and as the 
largest number of persons examined were school children, an esti- 
mate of the percentage of visual damage found during this survey, 
would not be a fair index of the defects of vision due to trachoma in 
such infected territory. 

Trachoma Among Miners. 

The coal-mining settlements are situated in mountainous sections 
and are usually much congested. The crowding and intimate associa- 
tion of the population and insanitary surroundings invariably found, 
facilitate the spread of trachoma wherever introduced. The coal 
miner, being of proverbial migratory habits, and moving frequently 
from one mining camp to another, is a possible factor in the dis- 
semination of trachoma. 

In the copper-mining section of Polk County, Tenn., and Fannin 
County, Ga., not any trachoma was found among several hundred 
persons examined. 

Educational Features of Survey. 

Wherever trachoma was found, the attention of the local physicians, 
or county health officers, was drawn to the situation, and many cases 
were demonstrated. The interest thus created among them will un- 
doubtedly result in the detection of many incipient cases of trachoma 
and materially assist in the eradication of the infection. Also to create 
a popular interest in the subject of trachoma and to emphasize its 
infectiousness, 95 health talks were given to over 9,000 children and 

adults. 

Summary. 

1. Trachoma is widely prevalent in east Tennessee, especially in the 
counties bordering on and directly south of the Kentucky State line. 
The infection is very mild in Georgia and only a few cases of trachoma 
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were found in three contiguous counties, adjoining South Carolina. 

2. The area of heaviest infection was found in those counties border- 
ing on or close to the Kentucky State line. 

3. An examination of county and State institutions in east Ten- 
nessee shows trachoma to be prevalent. 

4. The counties bordering on Virginia, in northeast Tennessee, are 
practically free from trachoma, and those counties bordering on 
North Carolina have but a mild infection, except that of Cocke 
County. 

5. In most places visited trachoma had not been previously con- 
sidered contagious, but few cases had been under treatment in 
recent years and no effort had been made to control its spread. 

6. Most of the cases seen were in the incipient stage and previously 
unrecognized; a dangerous type from an epidemiological standpoint. 

7. Recent foreign immigration had not been an element in the 
introduction of trachoma in these two States. 

8. The negro is practically free from trachoma in these two States, 
and the disease is found among negroes only where the infection 
among the white race in their immediate locality is heavy. 

10. There can be no doubt of the infectiousness of trachoma. 
Seldom but one case only was found in a family, except where such 
a case was known to exist and precautions had been taken to pre- 
vent its spread to others. 

11. The overcrowded and unsanitary condition of cabins and the 
use of common basins, towels, etc., easily account for the prevalence 
and spread of trachoma among the mountaineers. The southern 
mountaineer is very neighborly, frequently visiting his acquaintances, 
and spends a goodly portion of the winters indoors by the fireplace, 
so that the intimate and prolonged contact with others also favors 
the spread of the disease. 

Recommendations. 

1. Systematic and regular examinations of the eyes, by complete 
eversion of the eyelids, exposing the retro-tarsal fold, should be made 
of all school children, rural as well as urban, at the beginning of 
each school term. 

2. Every child found afflicted with trachoma should be excluded 
from day school, Sunday school, and other public gatherings until 
pronounced by his physician in a condition not to convey infection. 

3. The expense of medical or surgical treatment should be borne 
by the county and State when necessary, and made easily accessible 
to those afflicted. 

4. A systematic campaign of education should be instituted, by 
means of illustrated talks to school children and at public gather- 
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ings of adults and the distribution of printed information, setting 
forth the dangers of and the means of preventing trachoma. 

5. The county health officer should be required to regularly visit 
and address all schools of his county on personal and public hygiene. 
The civil county authorities should be urged to realize the importance 
of this function of their medical officer, and his salary should be com- 
mensurate with his duties. 

6. A free hospital, cither portable or permanent (preferably the 
former) equipped with from 10 to 20 beds, operating room, and dis- 
pensary, should be located in east Tennessee, at New Tazewell, 
Claiborne County; Lafollette, Campbell County; and Newport, Cocke 
County. 

7. As trachoma is a chronic disease and one of the most uncertain 
and stubborn eye diseases to cure, especially when well advanced, 
active treatment should be commenced early and persisted in. An 
effort should be made to find the incipient cases, and the patients 
should be urged to accept treatment. Much more can be accomplished 
in a shorter time by hospital treatment than by the patient treating 
himself at home, with an occasional visit to a physician's office. The 
latter method is prolonged and unsatisfactory, and the patient is likely 
to become discouraged and discontinue treatment before a cure has 
been effected, especially in those incipient cases with little or no 
subjective symptoms. 

8. From humane and economic standpoints concerted effort 
should be made by the county, State, and Nation to render aid to 
those now afflicted with trachoma, to prevent its further spread, and 
ultimately to bring about its eradication. 

9. The sanitary conditions of schools, especially those of the rural 
districts, which have been much neglected, need greatly to be im- 
proved. 

Details of Survey by Counties. 

Anderson County, Tenn. — The survey of Anderson County was made in sections 
where the mining industry is considerably developed and the examinations were 
made entirely among the school children of three such districts, which gave a per- 
centage infection of 2.40. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Clinton 


Public school 


200 
200 
53 


4 
5 
2 


2.00 




do 


2.50 




do 


3.77 










453 


11 


2.42 
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Blount and Sevier Counties. — The infection in these two counties apparently was 
confined to one section, that of lumber towns in the southeastern part of Blount County 
and the southwestern section of Sevier County, in the foothills of the Great Smoky 
Mountains. Several other sections were visited and a number of persons from various 
sections of the counties were seen during a hookworm clinic at the county seat of 
Blount County, but no evidence of trachoma was found among them. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rato 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Blount County: 

To wnsend 


Public school 


60 
83 
99 
40 


9 





15.00 




Hookworm clinic 




Wild wood 


Public school 




Friendsville 


do 






Public school and house ex- 
aminations. 
do 






282 


9 


3.15 


Sevier County: 

Elkmont 


135 
20 


2 



1.48 


Sevierville 












155 


2 


1.29 



Bledsoe, Hamilton, Rhea, Sequatchie, and Marion Counties. — These five counties, 
forming the southwestern boundary of east Tennessee, gave rather a uniform trachoma 
infection of approximately 1 per cent. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 

per 100 

persons 

examined. 


Bledsoe County: 

Pikeville 


Public school 


129 


2 


1.55 




Grammar and high school.. . 
do 




Hamilton County: 

Sale Creek 


237 
454 
139 


5 
5 



2.10 


Rathbun 


1.10 




do 






High school 






830 


10 


1.20 


Rhea County: 

Spring City 


129 
352 
170 
175 


1 
3 
2 



,77 


Dayton 


Public school 


.85 


Do 


High school 


1.17 


Do 


Colored school 






High school 




Sequatchie County: 

Dunlap 


826 

258 


6 
3 


.72 

1.16 




High school 




Marion County: 

Whitwell 


127 
151 
326 
220 



2 








do 


1.32 


South Pittsburg 


Public school 




Richard City 


Deptford School 












824 


2 


.24 
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Bradley, McMinn, Monroe, and Polk Counties. — In this group of four counties, 
forming the southeast portion of east Tennessee, and bordering North Carolina and 
Georgia, but four mild cases were seen at Benton, Polk County. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Bradley County: 

Bie Spring 


Public school 


85 
53 
149 









Black Fox 


do 




Charleston 


County high and grammar 
school. 

High school 










237 











McMinn County: 

Englewood 


160 
112 
263 











do 




Athens 


Public school 






High school 






535 











Monroe County: 

Madi6onviile 


257 
185 








Tellico Plains 


do 






High school 






442 











Polk County: 

Duck town 


215 
114 
195 
221 





4 






Public school 




Copper H ill 


... .do 




Benton 


High school 


1.80 










745 


4 


.55 



Campbell and Claiborne Counties. — These two counties showed the heaviest infec- 
tion of all the counties of east Tennessee. They both border on Kentucky, and many 
coal mines are in operation in various sections of each county. The places visited in 
Campbell County were coal mining towns and camps, and a heavy infection was 
found there of G.29. At New Tazewell, the county seat of Claiborne County, a 
house-to-house, roadside, and public-school inspection gave a percentage infection 
among the white race of 22.46. It was in this county that the cases of trachoma 
among the negroes referred to above were found, in whom there was an infection of 
27.27 per cent. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Campbell County: 

La Follette 


Public school 


210 
111 
67 
311 


9 
9 

12 
14 


4.28 


Do 


do 


8.10 


Peabody 


do 


17.91 


do 


4.50 




County high and grammar 

house and roadside. 
Colored school 






699 


44 


6.29 


Claiborne County: 

New Tazewell 


138 

11 
62 
99 

80 
8 
48 


31 

3 

7 

14 
1 

8 

7 


22.46 


Do 


27.27 




Primary school 


1.11 


Do 


Ellen Meyers Memorial 

Lincoln Memorial 


1.41 




1.25 




House examination 


100.00 




Public school 


1.45 










446 


7i 


15.91 
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Coclce County. — The infection of this county, which borders on North Carolina on 
the south and is separated from it by the Great Smoky Mountains, is more or leas local- 
ized in and around the county seat, where an infection of 6.61 per cent was found. 
It was in this county that the worse cases were seen during this survey. They were 
marked, of long standing, and several of them showed a purulent discharge with much 
corneal damage and defective vHon. Prompt and energetic measures are neces- 
sary to save what little vision remains to these unfortunates and to limit the further 
spread of the disease. The photograph above shows seven members of one family 
all suffering from advanced trachoma. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Newport 


High school and house ex- 
aminations. 
Public school 


361 

62 
43 
16 
108 
53 
70 
15 


24 






3 
1 


6.64 


Parrotts ville 




Ralcm 


do 




Tannery 


do 




Edwina 


do 




Ravens Branch 


Compton Memorial 




Do 


John Black Mission 


4.28 


Hartford 


House examinations 


6.66 








728 


28 


3.83 



Grainger County. — The schools of this county with the exception of three were all 
closed at the time of my visit. Two of them in different sections were accessible and 
were examined and trachoma was found in one of them giving a 15.78 per cent infec- 
tion. It was due to one family who had recently moved into the county and in whom 
there were found four of the nine cases reported below. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Kutledce 


Public school 


33 

57 



9 




Tate 


....do 


15.78 










90 


9 


10.00 



Hawkins, Sullivan, Johnson, Washington, Carter, Unicoi, Greene Counties . —These 
seven counties are grouped together as they form the northeast section of east Ten- 
nessee and are practically free from trachoma. Not one case was found in the first 
four counties enumerated and but a mild infection was found in the latter two coun- 
ties, which border North Carolina. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Hawkins County: 

Bulls Gap 


Public school 


189 
47 
128 
181 
125 
85 












Mooreburg 


do 




Eidson 


do 




Rogersville 


do 




Do 


Colored school 




Church Hill 


Public school 












755 
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Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case' rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Sullivan County: 

Kingsport 


Public school 


143 
143 
25 
27 
171 











Blountville 


do 




Feathers 


do 




Ravs 


do 




Bluff City 


do 






Methodist Church 






509 
200 








Johnson County: 

Butler * 






Warner Colored Institute. . . 
High school 




Washington County: 

Jonesboro 


34 
174 
60 

C7 










Do 




Teleford 


Public school 




Limestone 


do 






do 






335 











Carter County: 

Wenner 


84 
410 
124 

85 



8 
2 





Elizabethton 


do 


1.95 


Hampton 


do 


1.61 


Roan Mountain 


do 






High school 






703 


10 


1.40 


Unicoi County: 

Erwin 


180 
84 

155 
79 


2. 



1 


1.11 


Do 


Primary school 




Do 


Unaka Academy 




Martin Creek 


Public school 


1.26 




Holston Industrial School . . 
Grammar school 






49S 


3 


.60 


Greene County: 

Greeneville 


74 
286 
194 
73 
30 
35 
175 
150 


6 

1 





1 


8.10 


Do 




Mosheim 


Public school 


.51 


Mount Pleasant 


do 




Browns 


do 




Mohawk 


do 




Chuckey 


Wesleyan Academy 




Bailey ton 


Oakland Seminary 


.06 










1,017 


8 


.78 



Hamblen County. — The infection in this county, though heavy, was of a very mild 
type. It was apparently limited to the northeast section of the county and could be 
easily eradicated. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rato 
nor 100 
persons 

examined. 


Bethel 


Public school 


2S 
53 
13 
45 
150 


6 
6 





21.42 


Lowlands 


do 


11.32 


Frys 


do 






Manly Memorial 




Do 


Colored normal and indus- 
trial school. 










289 


12 


4.15 
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Jefferson County. — The infection of Jefferson County was found in the mountainous 
sections close to the border of Cocke County where trachoma was also found quite 
prevalent. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 

per 100 

persons 

examined. 


Sandv R idge 


Hookworm clinic 


ins 

205 
53 

118 
33 

118 


3 

7 



2 


2.17 


Chestnut Hill 


do 


3.41 


Dandridt, r e 


Public school 




Do 


High school 






Public school 




New Market 


do 


1.G9 










G95 


12 


1.72 



Knox County. — Trachoma is widely disseminated through this county and the 
heaviest infection was seen in charitable and county institutions. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 




County poorhouse 


72 

29 
180 

30 
384 

20 
24(3 

93 
145 
180 

84 

187 

106 

167 

195 

270 

44 

250 

108 

38 

32 

29 

197 

32 

53 

38 

G7 


1 

5 


2 
39 

1 
3 
3 
1 

7 
2 
4 
2 
8 
3 
2 

2 
2 








1.38 




St. John Orphanage... 

County industrial school 

Good Home Cottage 




Do 


2.77 


Do 




Do 


Eastern Hospital Insane 

Children's M ission 




Do 


10.00 


Do 


Knox County Deaf and 

Dumb Institute. 
Brookside School 


15.85 


Do 


1.07 


Do 


Beaumont School 


2.06 




Fountain City 


1.66 


Do 


Smith wood School 


1.19 


Do 


Lonsdale School 


3.74 


Do 


.... do 


1.88 


Do 


Lincoln Park 


2.38 


Do 


Oakwood 


1.02 


South Knoxville 


Public school 


2.96 


Do 


Vestal Primary 


6.81 


Do 


Vestal Ili^li 


.80 


Powells 


Public school 






do 


5.26 




do 


6.25 


Do 


Colored school 






Public school 




Cedar Bluff 


... do 






do 




Paulet 


do 




Rocky Hill 


do 












3,276 


87 


2.65 



Loudon and Roan Counties. — But one section of each of these two counties was 
visited and about the same per cent (1J) infection was found. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Loudon County: 


Public school 


168 
182 


3 
3 


1.78 


Roan County: 


High school 


1.64 
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Morgan and Scott Counties. — No trachoma was found in the section of Scott County 
visited, but it was said to be quite prevalent in that section of the county bordering 
Kentucky. The condition of the roads made it impossible to reach this suspected 
district. The infection in Morgan County was very mild. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Morgan County: 

Wartburg 


Public school 


Ill 

148 


1 
1 


90 


Petros 


High school 


67 




Mossop Memorial 






259 


2 


.77 


Scott County: 

Hun t svflle 


45 
135 
41 
30 










Do 


High school 




B uff alo 


Public school 




Norma 


do 














251 






Union County. — This county borders several counties where trachoma was found 
to be very prevalent, especially that of Claiborne County, immediately to the north. 
It was said to be prevalent also in this county, but the schools were all closed, with 
the exception of one at Maynardsville in the southern section of the county. Here 
a small number of persons were examined, none of whom showed any evidence of 
trachoma. This does not, however, give a fair index of the trachoma infection of 
the county. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 

per 100 

persons 

examined. 


Maynardsville 


Public school 


84 














Trachoma in Northern Georgia. 

In the following pages is given in detail the places and number of 
persons examined in each of the 25 counties visited in northern 
Georgia. As many of the large schools had closed for the season at 
the time of the survey, the numbers examined were necessarily small. 
However, as various sections of each county were visited, a fair index 
of the amount oi trachoma present was obtainable and shown to be 
very small (0.08 per cent) and confined to three contiguous counties 
adjoining South Carolina. Cases of trachoma were found in Georgia 
in only three counties, two cases in Elbert County, two cases in Hart 
County, and three cases in Stephens County. 
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Trachoma in Northern Georgia— Continued. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Cases of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Barton County: 

Mount Pleasant 


Public school 


54 
127 

46 
C9 
59 
01 
84 
179 














Pine Log 


do 




Plato " 


do 




Emmorson 


do 






Model school 




Cassvi'.lc 


Pu blic school 




Do 




Adairsvilie 


Public school 






. do 






G79 











Catoosa County: 

Ringgold. ." 


133 
20 
43 
49 
20 











Do 


Colored school 




Pleasant Grove 


Public school 




"Woods 


. do 




Beaumont 


....do 






do 






277 











Chattooga County: 

Summerville 


192 
20 
143 











do 




Trion 


.. do 






High school 






355 











Cobb County: 

Smvrna 


170 
52 
02 

112 










Gilmore 


Locust Grove School 

Public school 




Elizabeth 




Sandy Plains 


do 






. do 






390 











Cherokee County: 

New Bethel 


32 
74 
75 
49 
191 











Holly Spring 


...do 




Union Hill 


do 




Riv erdale 


. do 




Canton 


do 






do 






421 


u 








Clarke County: 

Tuxton 


17 
140 
21 
36 
23 











Winterville 


High school 




Buchanan 


Public school 




Oconee 


do 




Centerviiie 


do 






do 






237 











Douglas County: 

Douglas ville 


175 









do 




Elbert County: 

Middleton 


49 
105 



2 




Dewey Rose 


do 


1.90 




....do 






154 


2 


1.29 


Franklin County: 

Carnesville 


158 
199 








Fannin County: 

McKavsvilie 


do 










Floyd County: 

De Soto 


47 
57 
71 
35 
75 
33 












Do 






Vans Valley 


Public school 




Six Mile 


Colored school 




Model 


Public school 




Homewood 


. .do 






Institute 






318 
150 








Gilmer County: 

Ellijay 
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Trachoma in Northern Georgia— Continued. 



Place. 


Institution. 


Number 
examined. 


Causes of 
trachoma. 


Case rate 
per 100 
persons 

examined. 


Gordon County: 

Fairmount 


High school 


133 
231 
32 









Calhoun 


Public school 




Savannah 


do 






do 






390 











Haralson County: 

Buchannan 


197 
171 










High school 






Public school 






368 
229 








Habersham County: 

Cornelia 






do 




Hart County: 


71 
34 
26 
101 
104 


2 






2.81 




do 




Liberty Hill 


do 






do 






do 






nigh school 






33G 


2 


.59 


Hall County: 


lfil 
81 
















Martin Institute 






242 











Jackson County: 


261 
65 

107 
13 
94 













Public school 




Talmo 


do 






do 






do 






High school 






£40 











Murray County: 


118 
82 
171 











Public school 






High school 






Public school 






371 











Paulding County: 

Dallas . .... 


222 









West End Mission 




Polk County: 


123 

94 

77 











Public school 






do 




° 


do 






294 











Pickens County: 


124 
172 


c 






Tate 


.. do 






do 






296 











Stephens County: 


250 
98 


3 



1.20 




. . do 






do 






348 


3 


.86 


Whitfield County: 


£9 
31 
61 
76 
121 













do 






do 






do 






. do 






do 






348 











Walkcr^Ccunty: 


193 
C5 
49 
39 












do 






do 




West LaFayette 


Colored school 








34& 





- 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

THE FINANCIAL ASPECT OF THE SICK LEAVING HOME IN SEARCH OF A BENEFICIAL 

CLIMATE. 

By Thompson Frazer, M. D., Asheville, N. C 

The financial responsibility which the tuberculous individual 
leaving home and seeking health will be called upon to assume 
merits greater consideration than it usually receives. A large pro- 
portion of people, including the medical profession, seem to be 
uninformed on this most important phase of the tuberculosis situa- 
tion. It is unfortunate that under existing conditions money plays 
the part that it does in recovery from this disease. 

There are three striking characteristics distinguishing tuberculosis, 
a brief survey of which may help make clear the relation that exists 
between income and recovery: 

1. In the first place, tuberculosis is a disease of the many, not of 
the favored few. Although it spares no class, it is the workingman 
on whom the heaviest tax is levied. And, as his ability to exist 
depends on his ability to work, quite often the disease is found to 
have made considerable progress before work was abandoned. Then, 
too, the man of small income has but scant opportunity to put aside 
any large amount against the day when his health may be crippled. 

2. Tuberculosis is a disease of the relatively young. While no 
age is exempt, tuberculosis is preeminently a disease of the first half 
of fife. The maximum percentage of deaths from this cause is 
between the ages of 20 and 30, when one- third of all deaths are due 
to tuberculosis. The disease plucks the individual in his very 
prime — during his proeluctive years, but too often before he has 
been able to make any provision for future emergencies. 

171 



